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Managing Suspended Working Platform Safety: 
Lessons from Singapore and Hong Kong 
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Suspended Working  
Platform Accident (SG) 
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Suspended Working  
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Suspended Working  
Platform Accident (SG) 
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Suspended Working  
Platform Accident (HK) 
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https://english.dotdotnews.com/a/202504/30/
AP6811dba7e4b0e343b0e88c0f.html 



Temporary Vs Permanent 
Suspended Working Platform 
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Temporary Suspended 
Working Platform 
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Temporary Suspended 
Working Platform 
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Suspended Platform / Cradle 
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Use of SWP 
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• Cleaning of the external wall 

• Applying sealant on the external window frame 

• Installation of curtain wall 

• Inspection  / Repairing of the external wall 

• Installation / Inspection of the Air Conditioning Unit 

• Replacement of water pipe on external wall 



Components 
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Hoist / Motor  Wire Ropes  

Hoist / Motor                 Electric Control Box   Safety Lock                        Wire Ropes  



Temporary SWP System 
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• Parapet Clamp  
• Counterweight System  
 



Temporary SWP System 
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Permanent SWP 
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Permanent SWP 
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Permanent SWP 
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Permanent SWP 
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Permanent SWP 
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Permanent SWP 
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Davit type  



Hong Kong  
- Legal Requirements 

• Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance 

• Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Suspended Working 
Platforms) Regulations 

• Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Lifting Appliances and 
Lifting Gear) Regulations 

• Code of Practice for Safe Use and Operation of Suspended 
Working Platforms 

• Guidance Notes on Inspection, Thorough Examination and 
Testing of Lifting Appliances and Lifting Gear 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 

• Examination by Competent Examiner – Registered 
Professional Engineer (Mechanical or Marine Discipline), 
every 6 and 12 months 

• Inspection by Competent Person immediately preceding 7 
days before its use 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Certification & Inspection 
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Hong Kong  
- Survey Report 
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Hong Kong  
- General Duties 

• Good design and construction; of adequate strength 

• Made of sound material 

• Properly installed or assembled 

• Properly maintained 

• Adequately and securely supported with every supporting 
structure being of good construction and adequate strength 
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Hong Kong - Personnel 
Training & Competency 

• Mandatory Basic Safety Training (Green Card) – 1 day 

• Certificate for Operation of Suspended Working Platform 
(Yellow Card) – 2 days 
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Hong Kong - Personnel 
Training & Competency 

Certificate for Operation of Suspended Working 
Platform 

• Relevant occupational safety and health legislation 

• General knowledge of suspended working platform 

• Electrical apparatus necessary for operation 

• Safe operation procedures 

• Personal protective equipment and fire extinguishers 

• Safety in adverse weather conditions 

• Emergency procedures 

• Analysis of common accidents to improve safety 
awareness 
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Hong Kong - Personnel 
Training & Competency 
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Hong Kong - Personnel 
Training & Competency 
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Hong Kong - Key Safety 
Requirements 

• Independent Lifelines 

• Safety Devices 

• Notice of SWL and max. no. of 
operators 

• Operator Age 18 and above 

• Operator with safety harness 
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Singapore 
- Legal Requirements 

• Workplace Safety and Health Act (WSHA) 

• Workplace Safety and Health (Operation of Cranes) 
Regulations 

• Singapore Standard SS 536: 2023 Code of Practice for Safe Use 
of Mobile Cranes  

• Singapore Standard SS 598: 2014 Code of Practice for 
Suspended Scaffolds (Formerly CP20) 

• Singapore Standard SS 617: 2016 Code of Practice for lifting of 
Persons in Work Platform suspended from Cranes (Formerly 
CP 63) 
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Singapore 
- Certification & Inspection 

• Certificate of Fitness (CoF) by Authorised Examiner for Lifting 
Equipment (AE) 

• Detailed Inspection by scaffold supervisors 

• Pre-use Check 
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Singapore - Permit to Work 
(PTW) & Risk Management 

• Permit to Work system 

• Approved Risk Assessments 

• Job-specific Fall Prevention Plans 

• Safe Work Procedure (SWP) 
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Singapore - Personnel  
Training & Competency 

• Risk Management Course 

• Multi-skilling (Rigger and Signalman) Course 

• Scaffold (“gondola”) supervisors, scaffold erectors and 
suspended scaffold (“gondola”) riggers  
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Singapore - Key Safety 
Requirements 

• Design certified by 
Professional Engineer 

• Approved scaffold 
contractors 

• Qualified work force 

• Securely fastened the 
working platform  

• Fall Protection 

• Operator Age 18 and 
above 
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Erecting SWP  
Safe Work Method Statement 

• Planning 

• Implement a fall emergency 
rescue plan 

• Arrival on-site and assess on-site 
conditions 

• Work area set-up 

• Environment 

• Check weather conditions & 
prepare 

• Housekeeping 

• Manual tasks 
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• Working with powered & non-
powered tools 

• Pre-inspect system components 
& assembling the platform 

• Install electrical cabling for hoist 
operations 

• Setting-up supports and anchors 

• Commission and handover 

• Dismantling 

• On completion 

• Emergency response 

 https://safetydocs.safetyculture.com/swms/height-erecting-suspended-powered-scaffolds-swms-10538 



Erecting SWP  
Safe Work Method Statement 
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Erecting SWP  
Safe Work Method Statement 
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Discussion & the Way Forward 
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Philosophy             Certification             Primary Guidance 


