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OPENING DOORS FOR YOU

Sound foundation for building careers

By Victoria BARKER

HE construction industry
T in Singapore is one of the

key pillars of the coun-
try's economic development.

It iz no surprise, then, that
SIM University (UniSIM) and
the academy of the Building and
Construction Authority (BCA)
have teamed up once again to
develop a specialised degree pro-
gramme that prepares students
for the industry,

The Bachelor of Building and
Project Management will focus
on arcas such as project manage-
ment, quantity surveying and
contract administration, said its
head of programme, Mr Luke
Peh.

“The overall focus is on en-
hancing productivity in the con-
struetion industry,” he told my
praper.

“We want to enable partici-
pants to better understand the
responsibilities and roles...of the
different professions within a
construction project.”

The first intake for the new
programme is in January, with a
second intake to follow in Jul:r.

Mr Peh, 31, is also head of
the university's Facilities and
Events Management pro-
gramme — UniSIM s first collab-
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DOING MORE WITH LESS: Mr Luke Peh, programme head of the Bachelor of Building and Project Management at UniSIM, says
that the new degree programme’s overall focus is on enhancing productivity in the construction industry, (PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN)




oration with the BCA Academy,
in partnership with Singapore
Polytechnic = which was first in-
troduced last vear.

“We are hoping there will be
synergy between the two,” he
added. Mr Peh has done his doc-
torate degree in Construction
Management and is awaiting
the conferment of his PhD,

Like other degree pro-
grammes offered at the privately
funded UniSIM, the Building
and Project Management pro-
gramme encompasses the four
Rs: It is robust, relevant, de-
signed for recognition by acered-
itation bodies and, perhaps
most importantly, ready for use.

“Traditional universities might

teach theoretical knowledge
that is not necessarily easily ap-
plied in the real world. At Uni-
SIM, we hope that what stu-
dents learn today, they can put
to use tomorrow,” said Mr Peh,
who previously worked as a
project engineer.

To ensure the programme's
relevance, Mr Peh and his team
got input from a slew of sources,
from acereditation bodies such
as the Roval Institution of Char-
tered Survevors in Britain to Sin-
gapore’s Construction Industry
Joint Committee,

There are also courses in the
programme that are pertinent
to current trends and develop-

ments in the industry, such as
Life-Cyele Costing and Sustaina-
ble Design and Construction.
This course provides students
with an understanding of life-cy-
ele analysis and management of
a construction project.

It touches on corporate so-
cial responsibility, the integra-
tion of sustainable design into
construction and the business of
green buildings - & trend for
which Mr Peh foresees growing
demand.

“We want to impart in our
students knowledge on how to
minimise wastage and reduece
carbon footprint,” he said.

“Bustainability is definitely

becoming more important, and
it affects the whole supply
chain.”

Other interesting eourses in-
clude Interdisciplinary Studies
in Construction = which pro-
vides insights into the roles of
main players in a project, from
the developer to the statulory
hoard to aother relevant partici-
pants = and International Con-
struction Project Management,
which looks at global construe-
tion markets and mega-scale
projects,

Ultimately, graduates of the
programme can expect a wide
range of job prospects, which
may not even be limited to the
construction industry.

“Students will also be able to
pick up skills such as cost man-
agement and cost estimating,
which can be used in other in-
dustries, such as oil and gas,
health care and telecommunica-
tion,” Mr Peh explained.
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BACHELOR OF BUILDING AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT

'WITH the Government's support
for Continuing Education and
Training, and subsidies of up to
55 per cent for adult leaming,
SIM University's (UniSIM's]
deqress are nNoOw even more
accessible 1 adult leamers.
The Bachelor of Building and
Project Management is the
latest degree jointly offered by
UniSIM and BCA Academy.

The academy is the

education and research arm of
Singapore’s Building and
Construction Authority.

The new degree programmi
equips graduates with specialist
knowdedge and skills for the pro-
ductive management of projects
specific to the construction
industry.

Graduates can ook forward
to career opportunities in the
construction industry, in areas

such as Construction Project
Management, Cost Management
and Contract Administration.

UniSIM and BCA Academy
also jointhy offer a Bachelor of
Science in Faciliies and Events
Management with Singapore
Polytechnic,

Other programmes offered at
UniSIM's School of Science and
Technology include:

45 B Eng Aerospace Systems

#> B Enyg Electronics

4> BSc Biomedical Engineering

+» BSc Human Factors in Safety

4» BSc Information and
Communication Technology

o+ BSc Information Technology
and Business (ERP)

< BSc Mathematics

4> BSc Mulimedia Technology
and Design
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For more information
or to sign up for one of
UniSIM s degree
programmes, coll 6248-9777
or visit the university's
website at
wiete unisied . sg
Afternabively, you may
wish to visit UniSIM's open
house at 461 Clementi Rood
next Saturday, from Ham to
Span, for move infornation,



